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on the point, and the inference is that illiterates can
sign with a cross or some sort of a mark.

The law only makes one stipulation, that individuals
who demand the referendum should be in enjoyment
of their political rights; and illiterates enjoy these
rights as well as others. A case in point arose in
1885, on the occasion of the demand for a cantonal
referendum in Ticino. The government of Ticino
had cancelled more than 600 signatures which had
been given in the form of a cross. The question came
before the Federal Council, who reversed this decision,
and from that time crosses have been considered as
valid signatures. As the power of demanding the
referendum belongs only to active citizens, signatures
have to be attested by the communal authorities of
the locality in which the demand is signed, in order
to certify that those who sign are in possession of
their political rights. This attestation has to appear
at the foot of each list, and is somewhat as follows:

" The undersigned, president (or other title) of the commune

of......, certifies the right to vote of the......(number)

persons who have signed the above list, and declares that they
are in full enjoyment of their political rights in this commune."

The date and the signature of the president follow.
No charge is made for his attestation.

It is obvious that 30,000 signatures do not collect
themselves. Who, then, is it that takes the initiative
in a movement for the referendum, and how do the
agitators obtain the necessary number of signatures ?
In practice this varies according to circumstances.
When a party law is in question, the deputies of
the Catholic opposition are naturally singled out to